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fair chance of taking place, James was not the man to
take kindly to speculation, but there seemed no other way
of making a large sum, and a large, even enormous sum
was necessary if his Olympus was to be secured from the
Pelion piled on Ossa of Tanhouse and Doucegrove. After
all, there seemed very little risk in the undertaking, and it
would enable them to consider with greater definiteness a
vaguer, more ambitions project, which was to start horse-
breeding on a large scale and " cut out ** Ticehurst
completely.

These plans, though they were by no means definite,
gave Claude some uneasiness. They were such a departure
from precedent that they seemed bound up with disaster,
but he dared make no protest. Rather than that Tanhouse
should usurp Spell Land's greatness, James would violate
every instinct, and cast prejudice, even caution, to the
winds. Besides, Claude vaguely considered himself
responsible for the Ticehurst's activities. As it happened,
only their shire horse need have been on Ms conscience, but
the household put down all its humiliation to Prince
Harold's death, and Shepherd, in his shamefacedness, had
come unconsciously to adopt the household's point of view,
and to trace back his brothers* anxious, ageing faces to
** the day Claude made a beast of himself/1